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yearly meeting of January, 1936, this group
comprised six bankers, Ernest Mallet, Baron
Jean-Henri-Maurice Hottinguer, Baron Edouard-
Alphonse-James de Rothschild, Baron Jacques-
Germain Pourpart de Neuflize, Maurice-Alfred
Tinardon and David David-Weil; five industrialists,
Paul-Fran<jois-Aime-Robert Darblay, Rene-Paul
Duchemin, Pierre Mirabaud, Camille Poulenc and
Frangois-Augustin-Marie de Wendel ; and one
representative of agriculture, the Marquis Louis
de Vogue. A report of the Chamber's Finance
Committee declared that these magnates, in their
own persons or through relatives, controlled in
addition 95 of the largest corporations of France,
including 31 private banks, 8 insurance companies,
9 railroads, 8 steamship lines, 8 mining corporations,
6 electrical companies and 12 chemical trusts. It
was a curious fact that the directorate's pivotal
influence was Protestant and by descent Swiss.
Not a few of its members were scions of Genevan
moneychangers who followed Jacques Necker to
France in the eighteenth century.

<c Heredity/3 observed the Finance Committee's
report, " has become the principal means of
arriving at the General Council of the Bank of
France ; its management, and in particular its
discount policy, are in the hands of an oligarchy
who contrive to govern the entire economy of this
country over the heads of its freely chosen repre-
sentatives/' The truth of that charge may be
ascertained by a glance at the records. In the
luxurious salon of the Board of Directors was an